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THE GATHERING 

 

OPENING HYMN CPWIH 704 

When Jesus came from Nazareth 

 

When Jesus came from Nazareth 

He walked beside the sea. 

He talked to working fisher folk 

and said, ‘Come follow me. 

Come follow me and you will know 

a love so strong it never ends.’ 

And they who came to trust His word 

became his fisher friends. 

 

And He and they as fisher friends, 

when winter storms unfurled, 

all left their homes and went with him 

to teach and heal the world. 

To teach and heal a hurting world, 

to help where there was pain and need, 

and to teach, not just by spoken word 

but by each loving deed. 

 

When Jesus died on Calvary 

He suffered grievous pain; 

His fisher friends could not believe 

that He would rise again. 

But He would rise, and joy would come, 

and when the stone was rolled away, 
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then their nets again with fish were filled 

and darkness turned to day. 

 

By every loving deed today 

and every day to be, 

we witness we have heard His voice 

say, ‘Come and follow me. 

Come follow me to heal the world 

till pain and hate and hurting ends; 

and I will be your risen Lord 

and you my fisher friends. 

 

WELCOME 

 

THE GREETING 

 

Minister: Grace, mercy, and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 

ALL: And also with you. 

 

OPENING SENTENCE 

 

Minister: Jesus said: "No one who puts a hand to the 

plough and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom 

of God." (Luke 9:62) 
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THE COLLECT FOR PURITY BCP, PAGE 101 

 

ALL: 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from you no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

 

Minister: Jesus says: "If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 

cross daily and follow me." Let us confess our failures 

in discipleship and our hesitation in following him. 

A period of silent reflection is kept. 

 

ALL: Lord God, our maker and redeemer, we confess 

that we have not always walked in your ways. We 

have been distracted by worldly desires, wavered in 

our commitment, and turned back from following 

you. Forgive our lack of faith, renew our devotion, 

and grant us the strength to live as your true 

disciples; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Minister: May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant 

you pardon and remission of all your sins, time for 

true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace 
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and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

ALL: Amen. 

 

THE VERSICLES 

 

Minister: Blessed be the Lord our God 

ALL: By whose grace we are yet alive 

 

Minister: Blessed be His Son Jesus Christ 

ALL: By whose rising we are set free 

 

Minister: Blessed be the Spirit of God 

ALL: In whom is our hope and joy 

 

Please sit for the reading. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON JOSHUA 24:14–24 

 

A reading from the Word of God, written in the Book 

of Joshua, Chapter 24, beginning to read from verse 

14: 

 
14 ‘Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in 

sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that 

your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, 

and serve the Lord. 15 Now if you are unwilling to 

serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, 

whether the gods your ancestors served in the region 

beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in 
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whose land you are living; but as for me and my 

household, we will serve the Lord.’ 

 
16 Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that 

we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 17 for 

it is the Lord our God who brought us and our 

ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house 

of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. 

He protected us along all the way that we went, and 

among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18 

and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the 

Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will 

serve the Lord, for he is our God.’ 

 
19 But Joshua said to the people, ‘You cannot serve 

the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he 

will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20 If 

you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he 

will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after 

having done you good.’ 21 And the people said to 

Joshua, ‘No, we will serve the Lord!’ 22 Then Joshua 

said to the people, ‘You are witnesses against 

yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve 

him.’ And they said, ‘We are witnesses.’ 23 He said, 

‘Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, 

and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.’ 
24 The people said to Joshua, ‘The Lord our God we 

will serve, and him we will obey.’  

 



10 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE JESUS SAVIOUR (SALVATOR 

MUNDI) 

 

1    Jesus, Saviour of the world, 

come to us in your mercy:   

we look to you to save and help us. 

2    By your cross and your life laid down, 

you set your people free:   

we look to you to save and help us. 

3    When they were ready to perish, you saved your 

disciples:   

we look to you to come to our help. 

4    In the greatness of your mercy, loose us from our 

chains:   

forgive the sins of all your people. 

5    Make yourself known as our Saviour and mighty 

deliverer:  

save and help us that we may praise you. 

6    Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus:   

hear our prayer and be with us always. 

7    And when you come in your glory:   

make us to be one with you 

and to share the life of your kingdom. 
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All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Please sit for the reading. 

 

SECOND READING ROMANS 12:1–8 

 

A reading from the Word of God, written in the Letter 

of Paul to the Romans, Chapter 12, beginning to read 

from verse 1: 

 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 

God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

 
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 

among you not to think of yourself more highly than 

you ought to think, but to think with sober 

judgement, each according to the measure of faith 

that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have 

many members, and not all the members have the 

same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body 

in Christ, and individually we are members one of 

another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the 
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grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 

ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the 

exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the 

leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 

cheerfulness. 

 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN OF VOCATION CPWIH 522  

I Am Thine, O Lord, I Have Heard Thy Voice 

 

I am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice, 

and it told thy love to me; 

but I long to rise in the arms of faith, 

and be closer drawn to thee. 

 

Refrain 

Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 

to the cross where thou hast died, 

draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 

to thy precious, bleeding side. 

 

Consecrate me now to thy service, Lord, 

by the power of grace divine; 

let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, 

and my will be lost in thine. 

Refrain 
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Oh, the pure delight of a single hour 

that before thy throne I spend, 

when I kneel in prayer, and with thee, my God, 

I commune as friend with friend! 

Refrain 

 

There are depths of love that I cannot know 

till I cross the narrow sea; 

there are heights of joy that I may not reach 

till I rest in peace with thee. 

Refrain 

 

GOSPEL READING LUKE 9:57–62 

 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint 

Luke, the ninth chapter, beginning at the fifty-seventh 

verse: 

 
57 As they were going along the road, someone said 

to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ 58 And 

Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the 

air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to 

lay his head.’ 59 To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But 

he said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ 60 

But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own 

dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 

God.’ 61 Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let 

me first say farewell to those at my home.’ 62 Jesus 
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said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the plough 

and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’ 

 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

ALL: Praise to Christ our Lord. 

 

THE SERMON THE REVEREND PETER BOXILL 

Rector, Church of the Holy Innocents 

 

THE ACT OF FAITH AND RECOMMITMENT 

 

The congregation stands. The minister addresses the 

people. 

 

THE INVITATION 

 

Minister: Friends in Christ, we have heard the call of 

Scripture to choose this day whom we will serve. We 

have been challenged to offer our bodies as a living 

sacrifice and to look forward, never looking back, as 

we follow Jesus. God is speaking to us today as He 

inspired the words of our preacher. 

 

In this House of Prayer, as we gather as a Community 

of Disciples, bound together in love and mission, let 

us reaffirm our faith in God and our commitment to 

Christ by confessing the faith into which we were 

baptised and by singing a hymn of promise.  
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THE APOSTLES' CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the 

        dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PROMISE CPWIH 672  

O Jesus, I have promised 

 

O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve thee to the end; 

be thou for ever near me, 

my master and my friend; 
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I shall not fear the battle 

if thou art by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 

if thou wilt be my guide. 

 

O let me feel thee near me: 

the world is ever near; 

I see the sights that dazzle, 

the tempting sounds I hear; 

my foes are ever near me, 

around me and within; 

but, Jesus, draw thou nearer, 

and shield my soul from sin. 

 

O let me hear thee speaking 

in accents clear and still, 

above the storms of passion, 

the murmurs of self-will; 

O speak to re-assure me, 

to hasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen, 

thou guardian of my soul. 

 

O Jesus, thou hast promised 

to all who follow thee, 

that where thou art in glory 

there shall thy servant be; 

and, Jesus, I have promised 

to serve thee to the end; 
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O give me grace to follow, 

my master and my friend. 

 

O let me see thy footmarks, 

and in them plant mine own 

my hope to follow duly 

is in thy strength alone; 

O guide me, call me, draw me, 

uphold me to the end; 

and then in heaven receive me, 

my Saviour and my friend. 

 

ACT OF RECOMMITMENT  

 

Minister: Will you continue to seek and follow Christ 

as a committed and active member of His Church? 

ALL: With the help of God, I will. 

 

Minister: Will you commit your time, your talents, 

and your resources to the mission of God, refusing to 

conform to the world, but seeking to be transformed 

by the Spirit? 

ALL: With the help of God, I will. 

 

Minister: Will you willingly take up your cross daily, 

walking the narrow path of service, love, and justice 

wherever Jesus leads? 

ALL: With the help of God, I will. 
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THE CORPORATE AFFIRMATION 

 

Minister: Let us join in a promise to serve Jesus, our 

master and friend. 

 

ALL: We give ourselves afresh to you, O Lord. We 

surrender our wills to your purpose, our lives to 

your service, and our hearts to your love. Knit us 

together as one body in Christ, that we might boldly 

proclaim your Kingdom and faithfully serve your 

world. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF COMMITMENT CPWIH 513 

Come all Christians, be committed 

 

Come all Christians, be committed 

to the service of the Lord. 

Make your lives for him more fitted; 

tune your hearts with one accord 

Come into his courts with gladness; 

each his sacred vows renew, 

Turn away from sin and sadness; 

be transformed with life anew. 

 

Of your time and talents give him – 

they are gifts from God above 

to be used by Christians freely 

to proclaim his wondrous love. 

Come again to serve the Saviour; 
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tithes and offerings with you bring, 

In your work with him find favour, 

and with joy his praises sing. 

 

God’s command to love each other 

is required of everyone. 

Showing mercy to each other 

mirrors his redeeming Son 

In compassion he has given 

of his love that is divine 

On the cross sins were forgiven; 

joy and peace are fully thine. 

 

Come in praise and adoration, 

all who on Christ’s name believe. 

Worship him with consecration; 

grace and love will you receive. 

For his grace give him the glory, 

for the Spirit and the word; 

and repeat the gospel story 

till the world his name has heard. 
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THE PRAYERS BCP, PAGE 42-43 

 

Minister: The Lord be with you 

ALL: And also with you 

 

Let us pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name; 

your kingdom come; your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 

The Transfiguration .................................... BCP, Page 187 

 

O God, who on the holy mount revealed to chosen 

witnesses your well-beloved Son, wonderfully 

transfigured, in raiment white and glistening: 

Mercifully grant that we, being delivered from the 

darkness of this world and turning to Him, may 

behold the King in His glory and be transformed into 

His likeness; who with you, O Father, and you, O Holy 

Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

The congregation kneels or sits.  

 

Intercessor: Lord, give your Church the courage of 

Joshua to stand firm against modern idols. Empower 

this parish to be a visible sign of your kingdom.  

 

Lord, in your mercy: 

ALL: Hear our prayer. 

 

Intercessor: It is good, Lord, to be here, but we pray 

that when we leave this place and find the road of 

discipleship difficult or exhausting, you would grant 

us your renewing grace and support for the journey 

from the mountaintop into the valley.  

 

Lord, in your mercy: 

ALL: Hear our prayer. 

 

Minister: Let us pray. 

ALL: Almighty God, you have called us to be a 

people set apart for your praise. Grant us such a 

spirit of commitment that, following the example of 

your saints, we may daily walk the set before us as 

followers of Jesus Christ; through the same Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
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NOTICES 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN CPWIH 539 

Take my life, and let it be 

 

Take my life, and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days, 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

Take my hands, and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet, and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee. 

 

Take my voice, and let me sing 

always, only, for my King; 

take my lips and let them be 

filled with messages from thee. 

 

Take my silver and my gold; 

not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect, and use 

every power as thou shalt choose. 

 

Take my will, and make it thine; 

it shall be no longer mine; 

take my heart: it is thine own; 

it shall be thy royal throne. 



23 

 

 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

at thy feet its treasure-store; 

take myself, and I will be 

ever, only, all for thee. 

 

THE FESTAL BLESSING 

 

Minister: May the God of all grace, who has called 

you to his eternal glory in Christ, establish, 

strengthen, and settle you in your holy commitment; 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 

you always. 

 

ALL: Amen. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 

Minister: Go in the peace of Christ to love, serve, and 

stay committed. 

 

ALL: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN CPWIH 465 

Down in the valley with my Saviour I would go 

 

The ministers process out. 

 

Down in the valley with my Saviour I would go, 

where flowers are blooming and the sweet waters 

flow, 

everywhere he leads me I would follow, follow on, 

walking in his footsteps till the crown be won. 

 

Refrain: 

Follow, follow, I will follow Jesus, 

anywhere, everywhere, I will follow on. 

Follow, follow, I will follow Jesus. 

Everywhere he leads me I will follow on. 

 

Down in the valley with my Saviour I would go, 

where the storms are sweeping and the dark waters 

flow, 

with his hand to lead me I will never, never fear; 

danger cannot fright me if my Lord is near. 

Refrain 

 

Down in the valley or upon the mountain steep, 

close beside my Saviour would my soul ever keep. 

He will lead me safely in the path that he has trod, 

up to where they gather on the hills of God. 

Refrain 
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